
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the Royal Philharmonic Society,  

held on Wednesday 6 May 2020 at 6.00pm. 

 

Given the exceptional circumstances of the Coronavirus pandemic, this was chaired by RPS Chairman 

John Gilhooly OBE at 25a Caversham Road, London, NW5 2DT. The government lockdown prevented 

Members attending in person so all voting was conducted by proxy. 

 

Proxy votes on all resolutions were received from the following Members: Diana Ambache, Edward 

Blakeman, Dr Jerome Booth, Iain Burnside, Lalita Carlton-Jones, Sir Vernon Ellis, Helena Gaunt, Sarah 

Gee, Rosemary Gent, Jess Gillam, Richard Gravell, Sian Griffiths, Helen Grime MBE, Sally Groves MBE, 

Rhiannon Hughes, Dr Leanne Langley, Kingsley Manning, Colin Matthews OBE, Louise Mitchell, James 

Murphy, Tony Nakhimoff, Anthony Newhouse, Chi-chi Nwanoku MBE, Alison Pavier, Victoria Lady 

Robey OBE, Ann Sheffield, Richard Sitek, Atholl Swainston-Harrison, Roderick Williams OBE 

 
 

1 Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 11 April 2019 and EGM held on 23 

October 2019.  

 

 There were no amendments to the Minutes, which were approved by proxy vote.  

 

2 Adoption of the Annual Report and Accounts for the Year Ended 31 August 2019  

 

 The Annual Report and Accounts had been made available to Members in the month prior to the meeting. 

Wilkins Kennedy acted as independent examiners.  

 

 These were wholly approved by proxy vote. 

 
3 Ordinary Resolution to approve election of Trustees as presented in the Notice of the AGM 

 
 John Gilhooly thanked retiring Trustees Edward Blakeman, Gillian Moore CBE and Anthony Newhouse for 

many years’ service, fulfilled with great care, expertise and goodwill.  

  

 The re-election of Dr Jerome Booth, Sarah Gee and Roderick Williams OBE, and the election of Angela 

Dixon and Stephen Hough CBE, were approved by proxy vote. 

 

 John Gilhooly thanked all Trustees for their ongoing commitment and support of the charity over the last year 

and as it proceeds to navigate the new challenges presented by the pandemic. 

 

4 Ordinary Resolution to appoint an Honorary Secretary 

 

The re-appointment of Louise Mitchell as Honorary Secretary was approved by proxy vote. 



 

John Gilhooly stated that the Board of Trustees is in the process of seeking a worthy successor to Anthony 

Newhouse to fulfil the role of Honorary Treasurer. 

 

5 Ordinary Resolution to approve election of members of the Council as presented in the 

Notice of the AGM 

 
In expressing thanks to all members of the Council for their support and advocacy, John Gilhooly paid 

particular tribute to retiring members Iain Burnside and Colin Matthews OBE, saying the Society had long 

benefitted from their generosity and musical intuition, and would be pleased to continue drawing informally 

on their advice and insights long into the future. 

 

 The re-appointment of Anthony Bolton was approved by proxy vote. 

 

 The formal appointment of Helena Gaunt, Jess Gillam, Dame Evelyn Glennie, Helen Grime MBE and Sam 

Jackson was approved by proxy vote, following their residual appointment by the Board in October 2019 

for an initial period expiring at this AGM.  

 

 The appointment of retiring Trustees Edward Blakeman and Gillian Moore CBE to the Council was approved 

by proxy vote, so the organisation may continue to benefit from their exceptional expertise in fulfilling its 

strategic plans. 

 

6  Approval of the Board and Council's recommendation to award the Gold Medal 

 
 It was approved by proxy vote that the Gold Medal would be presented this year to composer John Williams 

and next year to conductor Vladimir Jurowski.  

 John Gilhooly stated that it remains a historic custom that the intended recipients remain confidential until the 

time arises to present the medal in person, and thanked Members for their complete discretion regarding this 

information for now. 

7 Any other business   

 

 No further business had been proposed, so John Gilhooly concluded the formalities of this year’s AGM. On 

behalf of the Board of Trustees, he expressed immense gratitude to all Members for their ongoing support 

and belief in the RPS and all that it strives to do for the good of music. He wished Members well and, as it 

had not been possible to get together at this exceptional time, he said he and colleagues would look 

forward to finding an occasion to reunite hopefully later in the year. 

 

 


